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Experience Life Change

DAY 2 Today, we have an opportunity for people to experience life change through small groups at Desperation 
Church. I believe that more times than not we get lost in the motions of church and neglect our
personal walks and relationships. We forget that we need others. Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens
iron, so one person sharpens another.” It is so easy to forget that others need us. Paul writes in
1 Thessalonians 5:11 that we are to encourage one another and lift each other up. We do not make small
groups—friendships with people who share our interests and are in a similar stage of life—a priority.
WWe spend time on the rules we believe Christianity imposes and spend less time on relationships. By
the way, this makes church unappealing to lost people—we look like we never have fun!

We are always saying things like, “Join a small group, get plugged in, and don’t do life alone!” We spend
Sunday after Sunday dropping one liners in hopes that people will grasp hold of a piece of our vision and
experience life according to the way it was designed. We spend time saying these things for one simple
purpose: to bring people together.

For those of you who are a part of a small group, you know first-hand that what originally was an 
aattempt to do what your pastor asked you to do, quickly became the avenue in which joy returned, hope
was restored, healing took place, walls were torn down and friendships became real. It became a place
where people knew more than your name. They knew you and you discovered the benefit of having
someone you could count on.

I want to invite you to join me in praying for small groups today. First, let’s pray for others. Pray for 100%
participation. We want everyone to know they are loved and accepted, have a place among a family of
believers and do not have to try to belong—they already do. Secondly, let’s pray for ourselves. Pray that
wwe will allow the Lord to give us favor with the people who are not plugged into a life-giving church.
Pray that we can be trusted with the most skeptical people because we live out Christ in front of them.
Pray for boldness to invite someone to our small group, start our own group, and even for some of you,
attend a small group.

No one should have to do life alone—not on our watch. As the baton for small groups has been handed
down to us from the “Acts chapter 2 crew,” let’s also give our lives away by focusing more on others and
less on ourselves. When we join, or plug others into a small group, we set them up for a moment when
rreal life change can take place. And just like in your experience, joy is returned, hope is restored, healing
takes place, walls come down and friendships become real.

—Linda Stone
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“Enlarge your house; build an addition. Spread out your home, and spare
no expense! For you will soon be bursting at the seams. Your
descendants will occupy other nations and resettle the ruined cities”
Isaiah 54:2-3.

Heart for the House is our church-wide strategy to “enlarge our house.”
It unites us as Desperation Church, spread out across multiple locations
and and venues, and calls into focus the God-size dream of reaching people.
It is about spreading out and sparing no expense in three areas of impact:
Missions, Desperation College, and Buildings and Campuses.

Take a moment to pray that God uses Heart for the House to increase our
ability to reach people. Pray that He uses it to challenge us to dream big.
Pray specifically that the supernatural power of God is released as our
heart is focused on each of the three Impact Lanes. Beyond what God
wwants to do with us as a Church, pray that God uses Heart for the House
to challenge you personally. Pray that He uses it to increase your faith,
and opens your eyes to the impact of a generous heart.

—Pastor Cody Miller
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I have heard it said that revival is “personal.” It is almost like God’s finger is pointed
right at you. I believe that for some of us, including myself, we ask for revival in the
context of waiting on people to experience it so that we can jump in on the wave.
However, I believe it is time to shift our mindset and ask to experience revival as if it
depends on us (read Psalm 51:10).

As believers, you are the church! It is not a pastor, a staff or someone who has been
doing it longer than doing it longer than you. YOU are the church. So what does the church look like if
that is the case? Read Acts 2:17-18. What if instead of asking for revival, we let God
get personal? How would the church look if everyone prayed like you pray? If everyone
worshipped like you worship? If everyone served like you serve? These questions
are how we experience revival. Pastor Andy says that revival gets messy. I believe
that it is messy because the Lord shows us that it is our pursuit of Him that leads us
to personal revival. When we allow revival to get personal it becomes an overflow of a
ggroup of people with the same heartbeat (read Ephesians 1:18). 

The church is made up of us. Every one of us makes a difference. We either contribute
to the strength or the weakness of the church (read Psalm 51:12). It is easy to point
an accusing finger and say, “the church needs to do this…” but here is the question:
what about you? That is where revival needs to start (read Chronicles 7:14).

—Pastor Keith Varden
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We must remain armed
   and unified at all times.
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If you get a chance today take a second and read 1 Kings 12:1-20. Before you read it, I want you to
start thinking about one word: influence. More specifically, start thinking about the power that
influence has. Influence can be one of the most powerful things in our lives. On a small scale, it is the
extra push in the double dog dare that is accepted and subsequently attempted by the kid on the
playground. It is the added weight in the words spoken by a coach that helps lead a team to victory.
On the large scale, it is the increased measure of trust needed to call out a friend’s potential. It also
the the very thing that was behind Israel’s revolt against King Rehoboam in the story we read today.
When we highlight verses 12-15 we can see that Rehoboam chose the advice of the young men he
grew up with over the advice of his father’s elders. That costly decision led to a rebellion amongst the
people of Israel. That costly decision was based out of influence. I would argue that the young men he
had grown up with had more influence in his life than his father’s elders and that is why he chose to
take their advice. Their advice and the effect they had on Rehoboam’s choices changed the face of an
entire nation. Now that is powerful.

YYou see, influence describes the amount of impact, say and weight that something can have on us.
The more influence something has on us the more it effects our development, character and even our
behavior. It is also something that plays a massive part in children’s lives. When we stop and think
about it we can clearly see a couple of things in regards to influence in kids lives. The first thing is that
they are extremely impressionable and the things they are retaining now will have a big impact on who
they will become. The second thing is that everything around them is vying for influence in their lives.
FFrom the things they see on social media or television to the friends they are making at school,
everything is trying to have impact on who they are and what they will become. How a child grows will
depend on what or who has a claim and say in their lives. 

That is why I think it is so important for us to take today and pray for God’s influence for the children
we know, we do not know and for every child of Desperation Church. Let us pray that out of all the
voices that they hear that God’s voice would be the clearest, loudest and carry the most weight.
As they grow let us pray that God’s presence would have a greater impact than anything else they can
ssee or experience in their every day. Let us pray that the greatest thing to have a say in regards to who
they are is none other than Jesus Christ himself. Finally, would you join with me in praying that God
would always surround them with people and things that will place his influence in their lives?

—Pastor Adam Whitley



Fall in Alabama is my favorite for many different reasons—beautiful colors,
brisk mornings and the fields of white “snow,” known as cotton. Sometimes
I find myself staring out at the lush, bountiful fields getting lost in the sea of
white. It reminds me of Luke 10:2 where Jesus says “The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into
his harvest field.” Like a lush Alabama cotton field, the Kingdom harvest is
pleplentiful. We all know at least one or more people who are far from the Lord,
and have not yet received hope which comes from salvation. With this harvest,
comes the need for workers. For people to discover their God-given purpose
and help bring each blossom from the field to the Father. 

In 2016, Pastor Andy’s heartbeat for the harvest made way for the opportunity
to equip and empower workers to fulfill the simplicity of the Gospel. Desperation
College is passionate about preparing workers through Bible-based teachings
and handand hands-on ministry training. Today as you pray for Desperation College, pray
for the current and future students who are daily discovering God’s will for their
lives and their roles in the harvest. The neat thing about each cotton harvest is
that two-thirds contain seeds that are used to plant the next harvest. So as one
is harvested, it gives way for more seeds to be planted. Let’s pray for the Lord
of the harvest to continue to send workers into His harvest field, and that
Desperation College will help prepare them.  

——Jenny Helton 

Desperation
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DAY 16 Go with me if you will to a private conversation with Jesus and a small group of twelve men. In Matthew
16:14-19, Jesus asks his disciples a question that requires some honesty. Maybe one that was hard for
them to answer. He looks at them and asks, “When the people talk about me, who do they say I am?”
They all throw around a couple of answers they feel like Jesus would be happy with. Then Jesus asks a
second question that perhaps caused an awkward silence to fall over them for a moment. He asked them,
“Who am I to you?”   

PPeter breaks the silence with a truth so deep that Jesus knew at that moment that he was ready for the
revelation of his purpose. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” answered Peter. Jesus’s response
to Peter lets us know that Peter truly understood that Jesus was the Messiah, the one that they had waited
on for centuries. This revelation proved that Peter was ready to fulfill his calling in launching the first local
church.  

Jesus then gave some instructions and set some boundaries for Peter and the local church. See Jesus
blessed Peter and declared that the only way Peter could truly understand this truth was through a
rrelationship with God the Father. Jesus then reminded Peter that he knew who he was by saying, “And I tell
you that you are Peter.” This works both ways. Peter knows fully who Jesus is through a relationship with
God the Father and Jesus knows Peter personally through that same relationship. Then the Lord revealed
an important truth about the local church that so many of us have forgotten. He said THIS is what I will build
the foundation of my church on and it will be so sound that nothing can overpower it. The local church is
more than Desperation Church. It is hundreds of thousands of churches across the globe. All with one
ccommon goal built on the same foundation. The goal is to reveal the truth of who Jesus is and the
foundation is through the building blocks of a personal relationship with God the Father.  

Jesus continues by releasing his authority here on earth to the local church. He said, I will give you all rights
in and out of my kingdom and whatever you speak into existence on earth will come to pass by the
commands of heaven. And what you declare must stop will halt with the support of heaven.  

The problem today is that many see the word “local church” as plural, “local churches”. Jesus said he was
building one chubuilding one church with one vision on one foundation. But we have some churches speaking into existence
what other churches are declaring to halt. Many foundations are weak while others cannot clearly respond
to the question, “Who am I to you?” Today let’s petition the Lord for unity within the local church. Ask him
to help you confidently answer who Jesus is in your life. Examine your heart for places you have created
division inside the local church, repent and then ask him to heal old wounds so that we can truly be one.

—Molly Hardin
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God has not called us
   just to the three cities
   we are in currently.
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